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T’j production of textiles is the most important industry in Bulgaria. The 
industpr is concentrated in the following cities, listed in the order of 
Varna ^ nportance: Q abrovo, Sofia, Sliven, Plovdiv, and, Stalin (formerly 

Raw Materials 

2. Bulgaria's present production of cotton is the same as it was before the 
war, about three to four million kilograms per year. I recently heard 
that this is to be increased to about six or seven million kilos, but r 

do not know the date when this target is to be reached. 

3 ‘ maindc/fr^F °- B “^ ria ' s cotton imports came from India, the. re- 
mainder from Egypt, oouth /unerica, and the US. Today, Bulgaria imDorts 

and y abo: + ie ^ and ?^ ian 18 million kilos iK thffSlr 

° fi ™ ™ mion kUos of the latter. I have never had 
the opportunity to verify these figures. The Egyptian cotton comprises 

only very fine grades, while the Soviet cotton consists of much coarser 
graaes • 

h ' 5^ a &r^° St T 6 of .?-ts Egyptian cotton directly from Egypt. > 

1 M purcha3es xt fron Egypt and then sells it to Bulgaria, 

-urriwl V ha < t ? e reason for this procedure is that the USSR lacks 
i^the^aLSo^ 2 capacity and therefore purchases cotton for processing 
the satellites coun tnes, afterward buying the finished textiles freo^ 
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$• Meet of the hemp required by Bulgaria it grown domestically* Mott of the 
country** flex requirements mart be imported* prior to the war, Bulgaria 
imported flex fro* Italy and the Bal tic States* I do not know the source 
of flax today, but possibly it is the USSR* 

6 * tfool produced in Bulgaria it coarse* Before the war# Bulgaria imported 
Australian wool fro* England end veol thread fr m Germany* I do net know 
Whether Bulgaria it inportiug wool today, but I do knew thtre it no import 
of jrool thread from Germany* 

S pinning and Vsaving Capacity 

7# In 1 939 the inventory of etiMon tpinning machinery in Bulgaria totalled 
2140,000 spinning tpinrflme* So far at I knew, no tpinning machines have 
been imported eince that lime ex c e pt for * 6 0^ 00 0 gp l ndle mill purchased 
from East Germany in 19*&*£l* It is planned -to increase this capacity 
thrrugh the importation of an additional 60,000 spindles of Spinning 
machinery by 1953* I« Bulgaria we figure that the average lift spaa for 
spinning machines it thirty yeare* 

8. In 1939 Bulgarian spinning mills, working Iwo eight^hour thiftt per day, 
jjrcducod about 20 aillioR kilograms of cot t on th re ad - ranging from #8 to 
#36, vtth fl 6 being the average* (fhess fi g u re s -refer to the British 
system c" designating cotton thread#) A pp r ox i mately -50 te 60J{ of the 
thread pro- ;ced was #26; -the remainder being divided among Robbers 8, H $ 

2b , And 36* f.ftfir the *&r the trend was toward the production of coarser 
threads, so that nuw approximately 50 to 60% of cotton thread output la 

9* In 1939 the Inventory of wool spinning machines ranged fro* two to three 
"thousand spinning spindles for wool (fltreichgarn) and about 1560 for 
worsted (Ka^mgam) * I© additicmal-mchinery “has been imported since World War 
II , and to the best of my knowledge, none Is scheduled to be imported* 

Wool spinning capacity is insufficient to keep the loons fully occupied; 
hence $ 0 % of Bulgarian requirements for cloth and thread have to be 
imported* 
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10* In 1939 there were a p p roxi mately three to four "teouaand spindles for 

spinning hemp and flax in Bulgaria. T h ere h ave been no iiporfc* since that 
time, and, to the beet of my knowledge, none are planned* Meet of the 
machines are 50 to 60 years old 0 

11* In 1939 there were Approximately seven -thoasand looms in Bulgaria for 
weaving cotton and silk and approximately 2^500 heavy looms for wool 
oloth* There were another thousand loems for the weaving "of hemp and flax* 
to new machines have been imported since that time, ncrare any such Imports 
scheduled at the present time* 

12a One of the bottlenecks in the Bulgarian textile industry today ie machinery 
for proceeaing cloth into f iniehed textile product*, ie, dyeing, meroeris* 
ing, laundering, preejiing, and buttonholing machines* 

textile Plants 

13# The two largest prewar cotton epinning mills ia Bulgaria wers "Bulgaria* 

In Gorna Banya near Sofia and "Tear Boris*- in Varna* Each contained 
about 25,000 spindles* 

Ike Today the largest spinning factory would be the 60,000 •pinning spindle 
installation purchased from East Germany. It is oalled «?extilna Ylakna* 
And is located, I believe, in Itdezhda, a village' near fofia* 
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The only complete tactile Kiaahlzkft-A manufactured: In Bulgaria are* eesne 
email looms and ancillary taxtiX*- maclrintj-sr ofvarloua kinds produced la 
small machine shops » The Bulgarian- Xcvern»«r?at plans 9 I believe *, to pro- 
duce more and more of its omt macM^ry^ rerquiroments® As a 

beginning 9 they Are hpw trying 'to start production of spare parts which* 
over a period of years), will probably advance to the fttage -whore complete 
machines of slfliple design-:* t* 111 bo produceiio 

I have never seen any textile /u&chinery of USSR manufacture and I am not 
Aware that the USSR h&s shipped any textile machinery to Bulgaria 0 

-end- 
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